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If we assume that information is power, if we 
acknowledge the power of knowledge, we 
can start by saying that controlling 
information and knowledge means power, 
and fear is the result of a possible switch in 
the power relation. 

 

 

 

 



so... 

● How we produce knowledge, how we 
distribute it and how we use it is important 
and, lucky for us, there are still many 
ways. 

 but... 

● How can we switch the tendency of 
knowledge regulation away from 
enclosure? 

● How can commons become the rule and 
not the exception? 

 





1. Can we switch market logics by showing 
there are other logics? 

2. Can we measure commons values and 
replace individual incentives as core in 
knowledge regulation? 

3. Can we introduce the commons discourse 
from the front door and not the back door? 



 

Market logics drive the current status quo in 
the regulatory framework, increasing 
inequality and diminishing public spaces 
every day 
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http://partiturasmirthafacundo.blogspot.com/2010/02/partitura-historia-de-amor.htm
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Society lacks imagination and knowledge of 
how to provision and govern resources, 
even knowledge, without exclusivity and 
control. 

 



Legal systems of “intellectual 
property” place individual financial 
incentives at the center of 
knowledge regulation, marginalizing 
commons values. 
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Can we blame individualism? 

Or is it in part that we have 
inadequately articulated the value 
(qualitative, quantitative, other) of 
commons? 
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● We try to address the 
problem by presenting 
the need to include 
common values, but since 
the debate is predicated 
on the incorrect 
assumption that 
knowledge requires 
enclosure, commons 
discourse only arrives 
through the back door. 

● Add to this secrecy and 
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● Commons is not the absence of exclusivity 
but the presence of non-exclusivity – 
which is a slight but important difference – 
the plenitude of non-exclusivity. 

● It helps us shift the discussion from the 
problems with the individual property and 
market driven perspective to a framework 
and society that – as a norm – wants its 
institutions to be generative of sharing, 
cooperation, equality. 

● We need efficient/effective ways to 
protect the ethic and practice of sharing – 
better commoning.   



● “IP” reform and licensing are merely small 
parts of a universe of knowledge 
commoning: movements for transparency, 
privacy, collaboration, potentially all of 
science and culture... 

● When and how did we accept that the 
autonomy of all is subservient to control of 
knowledge by few? 

● Most important... Can we stop this? Can 
we change it? 

● Is the current tragedy our lack of 
knowledge on THE COMMONS? 
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Gracias 

A menos que se informe de otra manera esta 
presentación está licenciada 

CCBY 2.5 Colombia 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/co/ 

Carolina Botero Cabrera, Mayo 2013 
www.karisma.org.co/carobotero 

carobotero@gmail.com 
Twitter: @carobotero 


	Foliennummer 1
	Foliennummer 2
	so...
	Foliennummer 4
	Foliennummer 5
	Foliennummer 6
	Foliennummer 7
	Foliennummer 8
	Foliennummer 9
	Foliennummer 10
	Foliennummer 11
	Foliennummer 12
	Foliennummer 13
	Foliennummer 14
	Gracias

